MaryBet h Thi el hel m

Sol arpl ate Water Seri es

Sol arplate Etching : a nontoxic alternative
process to the traditional etching printing
techni que. The etching plate is a |ight
sensitized steel backed polymer materi al
which is exposed with u.v. |ight and

devel oped with water. It does not use
grounds, acids or solvents, freeing the
artist of all the hazardous materials used in
the traditional etching process.

The water sol arplate etching series
began with photographs | took of the ocean.
The photographs were then digitally altered
and transparent film positives of the i mages
were printed and placed on |ight sensitive
pol ymer pl ates, exposed to uv |light and
devel oped with water. After the plates were
compl etely devel oped, uv |light was used again
to harden the newly etched polymer surfaces.
Using oil based etching inks, the etched
pl ates were i nked and wi ped clean, revealing
all their tonal ranges and highlights and
printed through a traditional etching press
on wet, heavy weight, hand deckl ed,
printmaki ng paper.

“Since photographs of the ocean are
essentially reflections of sunlight on water,
Thi el hel mMms use of a process that depends
upon |light and water to bring her oceans to
life is especially harnmonious.”

Ki mberly Wi nna, "Nanel ess
Seas", exhibition catal ogue, Sears Peyton Gallery, March
2006



“Thomas Weaver, Mary Beth Thi el hel m and Susan
Graham show phot ographic works. Thielhelm s
pi ece, “Celadon Sea,” is particularly
affecting. It's a photo, specifically a solar
etching, of the sea’'s surface, rem niscent of
a drawing by Vija Celmns printed in tones of

cel adon green.”
St ephen Muel l er, "Personal Statenents
in Just One Color" Gay Gty News, June 23, 2005

“This show illustrates the wi de range of
effects, from meticul ous detail to painterly
gesture, that the technique can produce. ;
soft, velvety textures characterize Mary Beth
Thi el hel ms suite of four close-ups of choppy

wat er.”
Hel en A Harrison., “The Sol arpl ate
Revol ution”, The New York Tinmes, May 11, 2003



