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~ lindsay’s view

n my morning walk yesterday,
while [ost in fantasies about niy berh grden,
something caught my eye. A plastic bag
from the Plgaly Wigaly—a bocal grocory
= store chain—pirouetted across the strect in

| lewwe i bucrwr atists inbrapect the coastal - &
Landscape In a recent exhibiton of he:
nungs (inchuding Sapobine Seag, abave), i ; _ .
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emdronrmenial and political sgnficanceof  § ppoope wou're wondering, | picked up Uhe grocesy bag and used it to
witer and howy it may be our mast precious.

comrodity inthe futuee. Al onever foget how
she gescribedd the opposng ruths ot the sear
“tramgquiity and foreloding, beauty :

arstl Bumating, silence aned loudress” For more i i
abiout her work, Visit searspeyton.com. ] & fdv]

a gust of wind, skipped along the curt, and landed in

the gutter. It unhappily reminded meofa documen lary

I caught while channel surfing the night before called
“Addicted to Plastic,” Basically, it snys that chemical

compounds from plastic boltles, containers, ulensils,

and anything ¢lse you can think of are poisoning

cur oeeans and fisod chain Thie lilmmaker traveled y |

tothe middle of the Pocific Ocean to find out just how much woxie

refuse has necumulated in the waters, and it's truly shocking, I'll take paper, ploaso.

Later, at the office, 1 called our friends at the Ocean Conservancy for snme statistics. Tt furns eut that
even here in Birmingham, Alabama, 300 miles from Uhe Gull, the bag | saw can wash into u storm drain,
then flow into a river and downstream out to sea where, say, 5 lurtle mistikes the bag for & jellvfizh,
swallows it, and dics. For as long as I've recyeled, tried to conserve, and chosen organic when possibie,

I simply hadn't made the garhage-ocean connection unt] now, in this new job, Seience makes itclear
that the sense of renewal we gel af the beach, and the very future of Life on Earth, depends on finding
global sulutivns to improving the henlth of ouroeeans. No prossure!

That's why we came up with 4 new call to action here at Coastal HQ:
“Go Bluel™ While vou've seen hundreds of stories on green energy,
green solutions, and green living, we're committed to helping
individuals take small setions that, together, have s profound ripple
&ffeet om the great blue sea. Hore's an easy suggtest ion: Take part in
i theOcean Conmservancy’s 24th annunl Inlernational Coastal Cleanugp
this September. List yenr, 400,000 volunteers from 42 states and
;00 countries removed 7 million pownds of tragh from beaches
¢ and waters, What they collected —including nearly 50,000 food

ﬂH“ST": E.x PHESS|DN t contuiners, millions of cigarette butts, and hundreds of thousands

of struwes, stirrers, and other common litter—matehed the weight of
i 18blue whales, the largest animals in the world, There were lots aof
tires out there, too, more than 26,000, enough for almaost 6,500 cars.

collect even more debris along the way back home. 1t helps koop me,
a guy who's all too often landlocked, always connected to the shore.

M. Lindsay Bierman
Editer in Cliel
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